
April 19, W53 

Dr. M. Damarec 
BtooWIIvtM N*tfonal Laboratory 
Associated Univarsitirs, inc. 
Upton, L.I., Naw York 

Debar Dr. Dametee: 

You may recall your lllrttst of Harch 21, nwntiaring the4 meeting 
you are organizing on June 11 and 12, on nuaanclature in bacterial 
ganet its. I am sorry to be unable to attend, as I have already written 
Y-0 tiowev*r, an idea has come up meant ima that I would 11 kc to 
present for your considrcration. 

We have recently baan learning how to maka effective use of 
computers in helping In the organization of our work and the lnterpretsticm 
of our data. As one project along thesa lines ona of my graduate students, 
Larry Okun, has been writing canputer programs for the organization of 
our stocks list. The question of naaunclature is of crucial importance 
for the efficient construction of pedlgreos and similar kinds of listing 
by oanputar ssietction. in fact, h8 has already run into problems of 
efficlant use of the IEM mgo systsun in cmnectlon with the matching of 
characturs end symbols used In the naaenctaturc with the word length and 
charactw s6t of the computers. I wouid i)ks to suggest for your saerious 
consldaration that you invFts Ht. Okun as a participant in your conference 
as i believe ha alraady has a unique expert- in handling data from this 
standpoint that shouid ba taken into careful account In the astruction of 
ths nuaanciature. Although, of course, he is stlli a youngstar In the field 
he is one of the brightest paopla that ua have ever had, and I think that 
you would ffnd him a vrry rawarding memb~ of your group. I would like to 
stress, however, that h8 camas for the purpose of presanting his especial 
insight in computation and the rsiationship of the naaenclature to this 
rathar than as a rapresantativa of any spociai positiar that wa might have 
in this laboratory. Gonputor selection could, of course, play a very 
important roio in organizing data sots ilke those involved in the analysis 
of deletions by recanbinstlonal analysis. 

If you do find it f aasibls to cxtmd your Invltatton to Hr. Okun, 
I wonder If it would be pus4fbls for you to facilitate hts admfssion to 
the Gold Spr Ing Harbor Sympos?vo. i have not wanted to bring this us 
dlrmctly until I bard from you, and any good word you might have to say 
about it would be vary helpful. 

Gordlal ly, 

Joshua Lads&erg 


